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Dear Colleague/Stakeholder

Proposals for Unitary Local Government in Norfolk and Suffolk

You may be aware that the Boundary Committee for England is carrying out an independent review of local government arrangements. The review is examining how one or more all purpose councils could replace the existing two-tier arrangements of county and district councils.

After inviting proposals from councils in the two counties, the Boundary Committee have selected three options for Norfolk and Lowestoft they consider may offer the best solutions.

We think the current two tier system works perfectly well and would prefer to keep things as they are.

However, because the Boundary Committee has put forward three options, we think it is important that we support the option we consider offers the best solution for residents of Norfolk and Lowestoft.

Enclosed is an outline proposal on our preferred choice setting out further details of a two unitary arrangement for Norfolk and Suffolk that some have called ‘the wedge’.

We believe it is the best solution because it will join communities together that share common issues and opportunities. We also believe it will create organisations that are the optimum size for improving services and value for money, whilst remaining local in service delivery and decision making.

Ensuring that the two proposed councils are accountable and empower all their communities to influence the decisions that affect them locally, we believe, is also of particular importance.

Whichever option you consider is the right one, we think it is important that you voice support, or constructive criticism, and we urge you to contact the Boundary Committee (www.boundarycommittee.org.uk). 

Please could you return the enclosed feedback form as soon as possible so that we can consider your views in drafting our response to the Boundary Committee.

We are holding an open meeting on Friday 19 September at the Novus Centre (The Conge, Gt Yarmouth, Norfolk, NR30 1NA) starting at 10:00am to present our draft proposals and you are welcome to come along. 
Yours sincerely

Jane Ratcliffe

Executive Director
